In the field of rodenticides research, it is often necessary to assay the oral toxicity of compounds using wild rats and mice. When the normal handling procedures used with laboratory strains are applied to wild animals there is a considerable risk of the handler being bitten or scratched, with the added danger that rodent-borne diseases such as rat-bite fever or leptospirosis might be contracted.
There are 3 recognised methods for handling wild rats, all of which have various disadvantages, and none of which is really satisfactory for oral intubation.
Anaesthesia.
This method is time consuming and may occasionally be fatal. There is also the risk that the action of the test compound may be affected in some way by the anaesthetic.
Restraining devices. Various pieces of apparatus have been described (e.g. Emlen, 1944; Evans, Smart & Stoddart, 1968; Davies & Grice, 1962) , but these do not allow correct positioning of the animal, and may cause considerable stress to both rat and technician.
Direct handling. Although it is possible to hold wild rats in the conventional manner (as described by Thompson, 1957) , this is not a safe method for the handler when used for oral intubation.
The following method has been used in this laboratory with wild rats of up to 500 g bodyweight, and has been found to be quick and convenient whilst eliminating the danger of being bitten. The rat is first transferred from its cage into a light-proof bag of some closely-woven cloth, as described by Redfern & Rowe (in press) , where it will remain quiet. The technician (assumed to be right-handed) tightly grasps the neck of the bag with his right Fig. 1 . Manoeuvering the rat into the correct position, facing the mouth of the bag.
Crown copyright photograph. hand, and with the left manoeuvres the rat towards the mouth of the bag, which itself faces to the right (Fig. ] ). When the rat is felt (through the bag) to be in the correct position and facing the mouth of the bag, the loose skin between the rat's ears is gripped between thumb and index finger, while the other fingers grip the skin down the animal's back against the palm of the hand (Fig. 2) . When the rat is held firmly, the mouth of the bag can be folded back uncovering the head, and enabling oral intubation to be carried out with ease, using the right hand (Fig. 3) . Fig. 3 . With the rat immobilised in the left hand, oral intubation is performed with the right. Crown copyright photograph.
Before the rat is released, the neck of the bag must, of course, be tightly closed again.
By this method compounds can be placed securely in the rat's oesophagus, nearly to the stomach in a small specimen.
